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Wayland Community Radio: Allocation of Breckland Council’s Area Based Grant 
 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 This report proposes that £24,000 from Breckland Council’s Area Based Grant 
settlement for 2008-11 is granted to Wayland Community Radio. Cabinet was given 
delegated authority to approve funding for Wayland Community Radio at Full Council 
on 1 October 2009. 

 

 

2. Recommendations 
 It is recommended that the Cabinet: 
 
2.1 Approve a one-off grant of £24,000 to Wayland Community Radio funded from 

Breckland Council’s Area Based Grant settlement for 2008-11. 
 

 
Note:  In preparing this report, due regard has been had to equality of opportunity, 
human rights, prevention of crime and disorder, environmental and risk management 
considerations as appropriate.  Relevant officers have been consulted in relation to any 
legal, financial or human resources implications and comments received are reflected in 
the report. 
 

3. Information, Issues and Options 

3.1 Background 

3.1.1 Area Based Grant (ABG) is a general grant allocated directly to local authorities as 
additional revenue funding to areas. It is allocated according to specific policy criteria 
(e.g. community cohesion) rather than general formulae. Local authorities are free to 
use all of this non-ringfenced funding as they see fit to support the delivery of local, 
regional and national priorities in their areas. 

3.1.2   Breckland’s allocation for the period 2008-11 totals £624,338 and is largely based 
upon the ‘community cohesion’ best value performance indicator findings as per the 
2006/07 General Best Value User Survey.  In 2006/2007, the district had the 13th 
lowest score nationally for the percentage of people who believe people from 
different backgrounds get on well together in their local area (National Indicator 1). 

 
3.1.3    The table below highlights that £540,000 has been granted to Breckland as a result 

of the best value performance indicator findings.  The remaining £84,338 has been 
granted to reflect the new burdens on local planning authorities arising from the 
expectations in the Planning Policy Statement on Climate Change and additional 
planning policy issues. 

 
 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 Total 
Area Based Grant     
Community Cohesion 95,294.00 174,706.00 270,000.00 540,000.00 
Climate Change 22,500.00 22,500.00 22,500.00 67,500.00 
New Burdens (habitats) 0.00 16,838.00 0.00 16,838.00 

Total 117,794.00 214,044.00 292,500.00 624,338.00  

3.1.4   Although there are no restrictions on allocation of ABG, there is an expectation [by 
CLG and the Audit Commission] that it will be used to support the delivery of local, 
regional and national priorities in a relevant policy area.  As a non-ringfenced 
general grant, there will be no restrictions on the Authority’s ability to carry forward 



ABG. However, the Audit Commission will have a role in assessing whether 
authorities have invested their resources effectively. 

3.1.5   Of the £540,000, which has been granted to Breckland as a result of the best value 
performance indicator findings: £200,000 has been committed to the Pride in 
Breckland project (over three years) and £46,215.69 has been spent on 
BRECKFEST 2008.   

3.1.6   A report on the Area Based Grant for Planning and Climate Change was brought to 
Cabinet for consideration in June 2009. 

3.1.7    A report on the allocation of Breckland Council’s Area Based Grant for 2008-2011 for 
community cohesion projects was brought to Cabinet in September 2009 and Full 
Council in October 2009.  

3.1.8     At Full Council on 1 October 2009 it was resolved that: - 

a) The Area Based Grant funding for the Community Liaison Officer post be 
approved (£80,000); 

b) The Area Based Grant funding for the Participatory Budgeting scheme be 
approved (£10,000); and 

c) Cabinet be given delegated authority to approve Area Based Grant funding 
for Wayland Community Radio (£24,000) and META (£32,000), on receipt of 
presentations from both organisations. 

 
3.1.9   Following the decision at Full Council, David Hatherly from Wayland Community 

Radio, has made a presentation to Elected Members from Breckland Council on the 
project and their requirement for financial support. 

 

3.2 Issues 

3.2.1 In 2009, Ofcom awarded Wayland Community Radio a five year full-time license to 
broadcast to the Wayland region of Breckland. They went on-air on 28 August 2009 
broadcasting on 107.3fm.  

3.2.2    With new equipment in place, Wayland Community Radio broadcasts to a larger part 
of the Breckland local authority area than previously possible. The audience figures 
for a community radio station are impressive and the audience ‘demographic’ is 
largely the over 65s. Foreign language shows are broadcast on a regular basis.  

3.2.3   Wayland Community Radio is a high profile community project, that is getting national 
recognition for the quality of its community broadcasting.  The project is supported 
by a team of volunteers that each commit up to 10 hours per week operating and 
managing Wayland Community Radio. 

3.2.4   Wayland Community Radio works proactively with young people, engaging them in 
positive activities and supporting the development of skills around broadcasting.  30 
young people have benefitted to date from engagement with the project.   

 
3.2.5    Breckland Council officers have been interviewed on the station, a regular programme 

is run on the Pride in Breckland project and  key Council messages are routinely 
broadcast on the Radio. 

 

3.3 Options 

3.3.1   To approve a one-off grant of £24,000 to Wayland Community Radio funded from 
Breckland Council’s Area Based Grant settlement for 2008-11. 

3.3.2   To not approve a one-off grant of £24,000 to Wayland Community Radio funded from 
Breckland Council’s Area Based Grant settlement for 2008-11. 

3.4 Reasons for Recommendation(s) 

3.4.1 Wayland Community Radio is an established community project that provides an 
important service to isolated rural communities in Watton and the surrounding areas.  



It provides a service for all communities but has programmes and initiatives that are 
particularly targeted at young people, over 65s and migrant communities (foreign 
language speakers).  The approval of grant funding for Wayland Community Radio 
(from Breckland Council’s Area Based Grant allocation 2008-2011) will provide 
important financial support for a local community project and will demonstrate the 
Authority’s commitment to delivering community cohesion and addressing the poor 
score on National Indicator 1 (percentage of people who believe people from different 
backgrounds get on well together in their local area). 

 

4. Risk and Financial Implications 

4.1 Risk  

4.1.1 None 

4.2 Financial  

4.2.1 See attached Proforma B  

5. Legal Implications 

5.1        None 

6. Other Implications    

a) Equalities: None 

b) Section 17, Crime & Disorder Act 1998: None 

c) Section 40, Natural Environment & Rural Communities Act 2006: None 

d) Human Resources: None 

e) Human Rights:  None 

f) Other:  [e.g. Children’s Act 2004] None 

7. Alignment to Council Priorities 

7.1 The contents of this report contribute to the following Council priorities: 

a) Building Safer and Stronger Communities 

8. Ward/Community Affected 

8.1 Wards within Wayland Community Radio broadcast area (Watton and surrounding 
areas).  

 
Lead Contact Officer: 
Name/Post: Rob Walker, Director of Community Services 
Telephone: 01362 656256 
Email: robert.walker@breckland.gov.uk 
 
Key Decision Status (Executive Decisions only): 
This is not a key decision 
 
 


